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Importance of the Course:

Untamed Fire Prevention, First Aid, and Basic Fire Extinguisher Use

The "Untamed Fire Prevention, First Aid, and Basic Fire Extinguisher Use" course is vital for 
equipping individuals with the knowledge and skills necessary to prevent and respond to fire 
emergencies effectively. In regions prone to dry conditions and high winds, the risk of fire outbreaks is 
significantly heightened, making fire safety education crucial for safeguarding lives and properties. 
This course emphasizes proactive measures, such as safe cooking practices, proper storage of 
flammable materials, and regular vehicle maintenance, which can substantially reduce the likelihood of 
fires. By understanding the fire triangle and the conditions that contribute to fire spread, participants 
can take informed steps to mitigate fire risks in their environments.

Moreover, the course provides essential first aid training for fire-related injuries, including the 
treatment of burns and smoke inhalation. This knowledge is critical for immediate response, potentially 
saving lives and minimizing injury severity before professional medical help arrives. The hands-on 
training in using fire extinguishers and the development of a comprehensive fire safety plan empower 
individuals to act confidently and swiftly in emergencies. Regular fire drills and the preparation of 
emergency kits further enhance readiness, ensuring that participants are well-prepared to protect 
themselves and their communities from the devastating impacts of fires. Ultimately, this course fosters 
a culture of safety and preparedness, promoting resilience and reducing the overall incidence and 
impact of fire emergencies.

• Comprehensive Fire Safety Education: The course covers essential fire prevention strategies 
for homes, workplaces, and outdoor environments.

• First Aid Training: Participants learn crucial first aid techniques for treating burns and smoke 
inhalation.

• Hands-On Fire Extinguisher Training: The course includes practical instruction on using 
various types of fire extinguishers with the PASS method.

• Emergency Preparedness: Emphasis is placed on creating evacuation plans, conducting 
regular fire drills, and preparing emergency kits.

• Scenario-Based Learning: The course features practical scenarios and assessments to ensure 
participants can apply their knowledge effectively in real-life situations.



Section 1: Introduction to Fire Safety

Chapter 1: Importance of Fire Safety

Understanding Fire Hazards

Fire hazards are conditions or materials that increase the likelihood of a fire starting or increase the 
severity of a fire if it does start. Common fire hazards include:

• Electrical Malfunctions: Faulty wiring, overloaded circuits, and defective appliances.
• Flammable Materials: Paper, cloth, wood, and certain chemicals that can easily catch fire.
• Open Flames: Candles, matches, and lighters used without caution.
• Heating Equipment: Portable heaters, fireplaces, and stoves that are not used properly.
• Cooking Equipment: Unattended cooking, grease buildup, and improper use of kitchen 

appliances.
• Smoking: Cigarettes and other smoking materials that are not disposed of properly.

Recognizing and mitigating these hazards can significantly reduce the risk of fires.

Statistics and Impacts of Fires in Dry and Windy Areas

• Frequency of Fires: Dry areas are particularly susceptible to wildfires, especially during hot 
and windy conditions. Statistics show that wildfires have been increasing in frequency and 
intensity due to climate change.

• Economic Impact: Fires cause billions of dollars in property damage annually. Homes, 
businesses, and critical infrastructure can be destroyed, leading to significant economic losses.

• Environmental Impact: Fires in dry and windy areas can devastate local ecosystems, 
destroying flora and fauna, and contributing to soil erosion and water quality issues.

• Human Impact: Fires pose a serious threat to human life, causing injuries, fatalities, and long-
term health problems due to smoke inhalation and burns. Communities may face evacuation, 
leading to displacement and psychological stress.

Fire safety is crucial for protecting lives, property, and the environment. By understanding fire hazards 
and the significant impacts of fires, individuals can take proactive steps to prevent and respond 
effectively to fire emergencies.



Section 1: Introduction to Fire Safety

Chapter 2: Fire Triangle

Elements of Fire: Heat, Fuel, and Oxygen

The fire triangle illustrates the three essential components required for a fire to ignite and sustain itself:

1. Heat:

• Heat is the energy needed to increase the temperature of the fuel to its ignition point. 
Common sources of heat include open flames, electrical sparks, friction, and chemical 
reactions.

• Preventive measures: Avoid placing flammable materials near heat sources, regularly 
maintain electrical systems, and use fire-resistant materials in construction.

2. Fuel:

• Fuel is any material that can burn, such as wood, paper, cloth, gasoline, and certain 
chemicals. The amount, arrangement, and type of fuel significantly influence fire 
behavior.

• Preventive measures: Store flammable materials properly, keep your home and 
workplace free of unnecessary combustible materials, and use fire-resistant landscaping 
in fire-prone areas.

3. Oxygen:

• Oxygen supports the chemical processes of combustion. It is present in the air we 
breathe, making it readily available to sustain a fire.

• Preventive measures: Ensure proper ventilation to prevent the accumulation of 
flammable vapors, and in some environments, consider using inert gases to reduce 
oxygen levels around critical equipment.

How Fire Spreads and the Role of Environmental Factors

Fire spreads through several mechanisms, influenced by environmental conditions:

1. Conduction:

• Heat travels through solid materials from one area to another. Metal beams, pipes, and 
other conductive materials can transfer heat, igniting adjacent areas.

• Preventive measures: Insulate conductive materials and maintain clear zones around 
heat-generating equipment.

2. Convection:

• Heat rises through the air, carrying hot gases and embers upwards. This can spread fire 
to higher levels in buildings or through the canopy in forested areas.



• Preventive measures: Install fire barriers and use fire-resistant building materials to slow 
the spread of fire through convection.

3. Radiation:

• Heat radiates from a fire in all directions, heating up nearby objects to their ignition 
points. This can ignite materials at a distance from the original fire.

• Preventive measures: Create firebreaks, maintain safe distances between buildings and 
flammable vegetation, and use reflective materials to deflect radiant heat.

4. Environmental Factors:

• Wind: Strong winds can carry embers and hot gases long distances, spreading fire 
quickly and unpredictably.

• Humidity: Low humidity levels can dry out fuels, making them more susceptible to 
ignition.

• Topography: Slopes and valleys can funnel winds and intensify fire spread, while flat 
areas may slow it down.

Understanding the fire triangle and the factors that influence fire spread is crucial for developing 
effective fire prevention and response strategies.



Section 2: Fire Prevention Strategies

Chapter 3: Home and Workplace Fire Prevention

Safe Cooking Practices

• Stay Attentive: Never leave cooking unattended, especially when using high heat or frying. 
Stay in the kitchen and keep an eye on the food.

• Keep Flammable Items Away: Keep towels, potholders, and paper products away from the 
stove. Ensure curtains and other flammable materials are not near the cooking area.

• Use Timers: Set timers to remind yourself when cooking is in progress, particularly for long-
duration recipes.

• Clean Regularly: Clean cooking surfaces and appliances regularly to prevent grease buildup, 
which can ignite easily.

• Be Prepared: Keep a fire extinguisher in the kitchen and know how to use it. Also, have a pot 
lid nearby to smother grease fires.

Electrical Safety and Appliance Maintenance

• Inspect Regularly: Regularly check cords, plugs, and outlets for signs of wear and tear. 
Replace any damaged components immediately.

• Avoid Overloading: Do not overload electrical outlets and power strips. Distribute electrical 
load evenly and use appliances as per the manufacturer's guidelines.

• Use Appropriate Cords: Use extension cords sparingly and ensure they are rated for the 
appliances being used. Never run cords under carpets or rugs.

• Unplug Unused Appliances: Unplug appliances when not in use to prevent electrical fires. 
This also saves energy and reduces wear.

• Professional Maintenance: Have a qualified electrician inspect your home or workplace 
wiring periodically. Address any issues promptly and ensure compliance with local electrical 
codes.

Proper Storage of Flammable Materials

• Identify Flammable Materials: Recognize and label materials that are flammable, including 
solvents, fuels, cleaning agents, and certain household chemicals.

• Storage Locations: Store flammable materials in cool, dry, and well-ventilated areas. Keep 
them away from heat sources, sparks, and open flames.

• Use Proper Containers: Use approved containers for storing flammable liquids. Ensure 
containers are tightly sealed and clearly labeled.

• Limit Quantities: Store only the amount of flammable materials you need. Dispose of excess 
or expired materials properly.



• Safety Equipment: Keep fire extinguishers and other fire safety equipment nearby storage 
areas. Ensure that all personnel are trained in their use.

By implementing these fire prevention strategies in the home and workplace, individuals can 
significantly reduce the risk of fires and enhance overall safety. Always stay vigilant and proactive in 
maintaining a fire-safe environment.



Section 2: Fire Prevention Strategies

Chapter 4: Outdoor Fire Prevention

Safe Campfire Practices

• Select a Safe Location: Choose a site at least 15 feet away from tent walls, shrubs, trees, and 
other flammable materials. Clear the area of dry leaves, grass, and other combustible debris.

• Build a Fire Ring: Use a designated fire ring or build one by surrounding the campfire area 
with rocks. This helps contain the fire and prevents it from spreading.

• Keep It Small: Build small, manageable fires. Large fires are harder to control and extinguish.
• Supervise at All Times: Never leave a campfire unattended. Always have an adult present to 

supervise the fire.
• Extinguish Properly: When extinguishing a campfire, pour water over the fire, stir the ashes, 

and pour water again until the fire is completely out. Make sure the ashes are cool to the touch 
before leaving the site.

Proper Disposal of Cigarettes and Matches

• Use Designated Containers: Dispose of cigarette butts and matches in designated, non-
flammable containers. Avoid tossing them on the ground, especially in dry areas.

• Ensure Complete Extinguishment: Make sure cigarettes and matches are completely 
extinguished before disposing of them. Douse them in water if necessary.

• Educate Smokers: Inform everyone about the dangers of improper disposal and encourage 
responsible smoking habits.

Creating Defensible Space Around Properties in Fire-Prone Areas

• Zone 1: Immediate Zone (0-5 feet):

• Remove all flammable vegetation and materials near the house.
• Use non-combustible materials for landscaping, such as rocks or gravel.
• Keep roofs and gutters clean and free of leaves, needles, and other debris.
• Relocate firewood and other combustibles away from the house.

• Zone 2: Intermediate Zone (5-30 feet):

• Create fuel breaks by clearing vegetation and reducing plant density.
• Prune tree limbs up to 10 feet from the ground to prevent ground fires from climbing.
• Use fire-resistant plants and materials in landscaping.

• Zone 3: Extended Zone (30-100 feet):

• Space trees and shrubs to prevent fire from spreading.
• Maintain lawns and other vegetation to reduce fuel load.



• Create and maintain access paths for emergency vehicles.

By implementing these outdoor fire prevention strategies, individuals can significantly reduce the risk 
of fires starting and spreading, particularly in fire-prone areas.



Section 2: Fire Prevention Strategies

Chapter 5: Vehicle Fire Safety

Regular Vehicle Maintenance to Prevent Fires

• Inspect Regularly: Conduct regular inspections of the vehicle's electrical system, fuel system, 
and exhaust system. Look for worn-out wires, fuel leaks, and exhaust leaks.

• Check Fluid Levels: Maintain proper levels of oil, coolant, and other essential fluids. Low 
levels can lead to overheating and increase fire risk.

• Maintain Battery Health: Ensure the battery is securely mounted and the terminals are clean. 
Loose connections can cause sparks and ignite nearby materials.

• Monitor Tires: Check tire pressure regularly and avoid driving on worn-out tires. Overheated 
tires can catch fire, especially during long drives in hot weather.

• Avoid Overloading: Do not overload the vehicle, as this can cause overheating of the engine 
and brakes, increasing fire risk.

Importance of Keeping a Fire Extinguisher in the Car

• Quick Response: Having a fire extinguisher in the car allows for a quick response to small 
fires, potentially preventing them from becoming larger and more dangerous.

• Accessibility: Store the fire extinguisher in an easily accessible location, preferably in the trunk 
or under the driver's seat. Ensure all drivers know where it is located and how to use it.

• Choosing the Right Extinguisher: Use an ABC fire extinguisher, which is effective against 
most types of fires, including those involving flammable liquids and electrical equipment.

Steps to Take if a Fire Occurs While Driving

1. Stay Calm: Remain as calm as possible to think clearly and act quickly.
2. Pull Over Safely: Pull over to a safe location away from traffic, buildings, and flammable 

materials. Turn off the engine immediately.
3. Evacuate the Vehicle: Ensure all passengers exit the vehicle quickly and move to a safe 

distance, at least 100 feet away.
4. Call for Help: Call 911 or emergency services to report the fire. Provide your location and any 

relevant details.
5. Use the Fire Extinguisher: If the fire is small and manageable, use the fire extinguisher to put 

it out. Aim at the base of the fire and use a sweeping motion.
6. Do Not Open the Hood: If the fire is under the hood, do not open it, as this can provide more 

oxygen and intensify the fire.
7. Wait for Emergency Services: If the fire is too large to handle or spreads quickly, do not 

attempt to extinguish it. Wait for professional firefighters to arrive and manage the situation.



By following these vehicle fire safety strategies, individuals can reduce the risk of vehicle fires and 
respond effectively if a fire occurs while driving.



Section 3: First Aid for Fire-Related Injuries

Chapter 6: Understanding Fire-Related Injuries

Types of Burns and Their Severity

Burns are categorized based on their depth and severity:

1. First-Degree Burns:

• Characteristics: Affect the outer layer of the skin (epidermis). Symptoms include 
redness, pain, and minor swelling.

• Treatment: Cool the burn with running water for 10-15 minutes, apply aloe vera or 
antibiotic ointment, and cover with a clean, non-stick bandage. Over-the-counter pain 
relievers can help alleviate pain.

2. Second-Degree Burns:

• Characteristics: Affect both the outer layer and the underlying layer of the skin 
(dermis). Symptoms include blistering, severe pain, redness, and swelling.

• Treatment: Cool the burn with running water for 10-15 minutes, do not pop blisters, 
apply antibiotic ointment, and cover with a sterile, non-stick bandage. Seek medical 
attention if the burn is larger than 3 inches or affects the face, hands, feet, or major 
joints.

3. Third-Degree Burns:

• Characteristics: Extend through all layers of the skin and can damage underlying 
tissues. Symptoms include white, charred, or leathery skin, and numbness due to nerve 
damage.

• Treatment: Do not attempt to treat third-degree burns yourself. Call emergency services 
immediately. While waiting for help, cover the burn with a cool, moist, sterile bandage 
or cloth. Do not immerse in water or apply ointments.

Smoke Inhalation and Its Effects

Smoke inhalation occurs when a person breathes in harmful smoke from a fire, which can cause 
significant respiratory issues and other health problems:

1. Symptoms of Smoke Inhalation:

• Respiratory Symptoms: Coughing, shortness of breath, hoarseness, and noisy 
breathing (wheezing).

• Irritation: Red or irritated eyes, runny nose, and sore throat.
• Neurological Symptoms: Headache, confusion, dizziness, and fainting.
• Skin: Soot marks around the nose and mouth.

2. Immediate First Aid Measures:



• Move to Fresh Air: Get the person out of the smoke-filled area and into fresh air as 
quickly as possible.

• Check for Breathing: Ensure the person is breathing. If not, begin CPR and call 
emergency services immediately.

• Keep Calm: Keep the person calm and still to minimize the workload on their lungs.
• Monitor Symptoms: Observe for any worsening symptoms, such as increased difficulty 

breathing or loss of consciousness.
3. Seek Medical Attention:

• Professional Evaluation: Always seek medical attention for smoke inhalation, even if 
symptoms seem mild. Inhalation injuries can worsen over time and may require 
professional treatment.

Understanding the types of burns and the effects of smoke inhalation is crucial for providing effective 
first aid and reducing the severity of injuries.



Section 3: First Aid for Fire-Related Injuries

Chapter 7: Immediate First Aid Measures

Treating Burns

1. First-Degree Burns:

• Cool the Burn: Run cool (not cold) water over the burn for 10-15 minutes or apply a 
cool, wet compress until the pain eases.

• Apply Lotion: Use aloe vera or an antibiotic ointment to soothe the skin and prevent 
infection.

• Cover the Burn: Use a sterile, non-stick bandage to protect the area.
• Pain Relief: Over-the-counter pain relievers such as ibuprofen or acetaminophen can 

help alleviate pain.
2. Second-Degree Burns:

• Cool the Burn: Run cool water over the burn for 10-15 minutes. Do not use ice.
• Protect Blisters: Do not pop blisters, as they protect the underlying skin from infection.
• Apply Antibiotic Ointment: Use an antibiotic ointment and cover with a sterile, non-

stick bandage.
• Seek Medical Attention: If the burn is larger than 3 inches, or if it is on the face, hands, 

feet, or major joints, seek medical help.
3. Third-Degree Burns:

• Call Emergency Services: Immediately call 911 or your local emergency number.
• Protect the Burn Area: Cover the burn with a cool, moist, sterile bandage or cloth. Do 

not immerse the burn in water or apply ointments.
• Prevent Shock: Lay the person flat, elevate their feet about 12 inches, and cover them 

with a coat or blanket to prevent shock.

Assisting Someone Who Has Inhaled Smoke

1. Move to Fresh Air:

• Get the person out of the smoke-filled area and into fresh air as quickly as possible.
• Have them sit or lie down in a comfortable position.

2. Check for Breathing:

• Ensure the person is breathing. If not, begin CPR and call emergency services 
immediately.

• Monitor their breathing and be prepared to perform CPR if necessary.
3. Keep Calm:

• Keep the person calm and still to minimize the workload on their lungs.



• Loosen tight clothing to help them breathe more easily.
4. Monitor Symptoms:

• Look for signs of respiratory distress, such as increased difficulty breathing, coughing, 
and changes in skin color (blue or gray lips and fingernails).

• Watch for signs of confusion or unconsciousness.
5. Seek Medical Attention:

• Always seek medical attention for smoke inhalation, even if symptoms seem mild, as 
they can worsen over time and may require professional treatment.

Basic First Aid Kit Essentials

• Bandages:

• Assorted sizes of adhesive bandages
• Sterile gauze pads and adhesive tape
• Elastic bandages for sprains and strains

• Burn Treatment:

• Burn ointment or gel
• Non-stick sterile bandages

• Antiseptics:

• Antiseptic wipes
• Hydrogen peroxide or antiseptic solution

• Medications:

• Over-the-counter pain relievers (ibuprofen, acetaminophen)
• Antihistamines for allergic reactions
• Hydrocortisone cream for itching and inflammation

• Tools and Supplies:

• Scissors and tweezers
• Instant cold packs
• Disposable gloves
• Thermometer

• Other Essentials:

• CPR face shield
• Emergency blanket
• First aid manual

Having a well-stocked first aid kit and knowing how to use its contents can make a significant 
difference in responding to fire-related injuries effectively.



Section 4: Using a Fire Extinguisher

Chapter 8: Types of Fire Extinguishers

Different Classes of Fire Extinguishers (A, B, C, D, K)

1. Class A:

• Use: For ordinary combustibles such as wood, paper, cloth, and plastics.
• Symbol: Green triangle with the letter "A."

2. Class B:

• Use: For flammable liquids such as gasoline, oil, grease, and other petroleum-based 
products.

• Symbol: Red square with the letter "B."
3. Class C:

• Use: For electrical fires involving appliances, wiring, circuit breakers, and outlets.
• Symbol: Blue circle with the letter "C."

4. Class D:

• Use: For combustible metals such as magnesium, titanium, potassium, and sodium.
• Symbol: Yellow star with the letter "D."

5. Class K:

• Use: For fires involving cooking oils and fats typically found in commercial kitchens.
• Symbol: Black hexagon with the letter "K."

Choosing the Right Fire Extinguisher for Different Types of Fires

• Class A Extinguishers:

• Suitable For: Fires involving ordinary combustibles like wood, paper, cloth, and 
plastics.

• Best For: Homes, offices, and general-purpose areas.
• Class B Extinguishers:

• Suitable For: Fires involving flammable liquids like gasoline, oil, grease, and other 
petroleum products.

• Best For: Kitchens, garages, workshops, and areas where flammable liquids are stored.
• Class C Extinguishers:

• Suitable For: Electrical fires involving appliances, wiring, circuit breakers, and outlets.
• Best For: Offices, computer rooms, and any area with electrical equipment.

• Class D Extinguishers:



• Suitable For: Fires involving combustible metals such as magnesium, titanium, 
potassium, and sodium.

• Best For: Industrial settings where combustible metals are used.
• Class K Extinguishers:

• Suitable For: Fires involving cooking oils and fats.
• Best For: Commercial kitchens, cafeterias, and food preparation areas.

Multi-Class Extinguishers:

• ABC Extinguishers:

• Use: Effective against Class A, B, and C fires.
• Best For: Versatile use in homes, offices, and vehicles.

• BC Extinguishers:

• Use: Effective against Class B and C fires.
• Best For: Areas where flammable liquids and electrical equipment are present.

Choosing the right fire extinguisher is crucial for effectively combating different types of fires. Ensure 
that the extinguisher is properly labeled and maintained, and that you are familiar with its use.



Section 4: Using a Fire Extinguisher

Chapter 9: How to Use a Fire Extinguisher

The PASS Method (Pull, Aim, Squeeze, Sweep)

1. Pull:

• Pull the pin at the top of the extinguisher. This pin keeps the handle from being 
accidentally pressed.

• Ensure that the nozzle is pointing away from you and others when pulling the pin.
2. Aim:

• Aim the nozzle or hose at the base of the fire. Targeting the base helps to extinguish the 
fire more effectively.

• Stand at a safe distance, usually about 6-8 feet from the fire.
3. Squeeze:

• Squeeze the handle or lever to discharge the extinguishing agent.
• Do this in a controlled manner, maintaining a firm grip on the extinguisher.

4. Sweep:

• Sweep the nozzle or hose from side to side at the base of the fire.
• Continue this motion until the fire is completely extinguished. If the fire re-ignites, 

repeat the process.

Demonstration and Practice Scenarios

1. Hands-On Training:

• Arrange for hands-on training sessions where participants can practice using a fire 
extinguisher in a controlled environment.

• Use practice extinguishers or simulate fire scenarios with non-hazardous materials.
2. Simulated Fire Scenarios:

• Set up mock fire scenarios, such as a small controlled fire in a fire-safe area.
• Allow participants to practice the PASS method under supervision.

3. Role-Playing:

• Role-play different fire emergency situations, such as a kitchen fire, an electrical fire, or 
a car fire.

• Have participants use the appropriate fire extinguisher and follow safety protocols.
4. Review and Feedback:

• After practice sessions, review participants' performance and provide feedback on their 
technique and response.



• Address any questions or concerns to ensure they are confident in using a fire 
extinguisher.

5. Safety Reminders:

• Emphasize the importance of personal safety and the need to evacuate and call 
emergency services if the fire cannot be controlled.

• Reinforce the importance of regular extinguisher maintenance and inspection.

Practicing the PASS method and participating in demonstration scenarios can significantly increase 
confidence and effectiveness in using a fire extinguisher during an emergency.



Section 4: Using a Fire Extinguisher

Chapter 10: Maintenance and Inspection of Fire Extinguishers

Regular Inspection and Maintenance

1. Monthly Inspections:

• Visual Check: Ensure the extinguisher is easily accessible and not obstructed.
• Pressure Gauge: Check the pressure gauge to ensure it is in the operable range (green 

zone).
• Nozzle and Hose: Inspect the nozzle and hose for any blockages or damage.
• Tamper Seal: Verify that the tamper seal is intact and the pin is securely in place.
• Physical Condition: Look for any signs of damage, corrosion, or leakage on the 

extinguisher body.
2. Annual Maintenance:

• Professional Inspection: Have a certified technician conduct a thorough inspection and 
maintenance check annually.

• Internal Examination: For some types of extinguishers, an internal examination may 
be required to ensure all components are in good working order.

• Maintenance Tag: Ensure the extinguisher has an up-to-date maintenance tag indicating 
the date of the last inspection.

3. Hydrostatic Testing:

• Frequency: Perform hydrostatic testing as required by the manufacturer and local 
regulations, typically every 5 to 12 years.

• Purpose: This test checks the extinguisher's ability to withstand pressure and ensures 
the integrity of the cylinder.

When and How to Replace or Recharge a Fire Extinguisher

1. Replacing Fire Extinguishers:

• Expired or Damaged: Replace extinguishers that are expired, show signs of significant 
damage, or fail inspection tests.

• Disposable Extinguishers: Replace single-use (non-rechargeable) extinguishers after 
they have been used or if they are past their expiration date.

2. Recharging Fire Extinguishers:

• After Use: Recharge any reusable (rechargeable) extinguisher immediately after use, 
even if only partially discharged.

• Professional Service: Have a certified technician recharge the extinguisher to ensure it 
is properly filled and pressurized.



• Inspection After Recharging: Perform a complete inspection after recharging to ensure 
all components are functional.

3. Proper Disposal:

• Environmentally Safe Disposal: Dispose of old or non-rechargeable extinguishers 
properly, following local regulations for hazardous materials.

• Recycling Programs: Some fire departments and recycling centers offer programs for 
recycling extinguishers.

Maintaining and inspecting fire extinguishers regularly ensures they are ready for use in an emergency. 
Proper maintenance can save lives and property by ensuring the extinguisher functions correctly when 
needed.



Section 5: Handling and Managing Small Fires

Chapter 11: Assessing the Situation

When to Fight a Fire and When to Evacuate

1. Size of the Fire:

• Small and Contained: Fight the fire if it is small and contained (e.g., in a wastebasket 
or a pan).

• Growing or Spreading: Evacuate immediately if the fire is growing or spreading 
rapidly.

2. Availability of Equipment:

• Extinguisher Availability: Fight the fire if you have the correct type of fire extinguisher 
and know how to use it.

• No Equipment: Evacuate if you do not have the appropriate equipment to fight the fire.
3. Escape Route:

• Clear Path: Fight the fire if you have a clear, unobstructed escape route.
• Blocked or Risky: Evacuate if the fire is between you and your exit, or if your escape 

route is obstructed.
4. Personal Safety:

• Safe Conditions: Fight the fire if it is safe to do so without risking injury.
• Dangerous Conditions: Evacuate if the fire is producing toxic smoke or if there is a risk 

of explosion.

Importance of Calling 911 or Emergency Services

1. Professional Help:

• Immediate Response: Call 911 or emergency services as soon as you notice a fire. 
Professional firefighters can control and extinguish the fire more effectively.

• Expertise: Firefighters have the training, equipment, and experience to handle fires 
safely and efficiently.

2. Safety Assurance:

• Health Risks: Even small fires can produce toxic smoke and hazardous conditions. 
Emergency services can provide medical assistance if needed.

• Fire Re-Ignition: Fires can re-ignite if not properly extinguished. Firefighters ensure the 
fire is completely out and prevent re-ignition.

3. Legal and Insurance Requirements:

• Documentation: Official reports from emergency services may be required for 
insurance claims.



• Compliance: Local laws and regulations often require reporting all fires to emergency 
services.

4. Preventing Escalation:

• Early Intervention: Promptly calling emergency services can prevent a small fire from 
escalating into a large, uncontrollable blaze.

• Evacuation Assistance: Emergency responders can assist with evacuating people and 
pets, ensuring everyone's safety.

Assessing the situation quickly and accurately can make the difference between a controlled fire and a 
disaster. Always prioritize personal safety and do not hesitate to call for professional help when needed.



Section 5: Handling and Managing Small Fires

Chapter 12: Safe Firefighting Techniques

Techniques for Extinguishing Small Fires

1. Using a Fire Extinguisher:

• PASS Method: Pull the pin, Aim at the base of the fire, Squeeze the handle, and Sweep 
from side to side.

• Positioning: Stand 6-8 feet away from the fire, moving closer as the fire diminishes.
2. Smothering the Fire:

• Small Fires: For small fires, such as those in a pan, cover the fire with a metal lid or use 
a fire blanket to cut off the oxygen supply.

• Non-Flammable Material: Use a non-flammable material like a damp cloth to smother 
small flames.

3. Water for Class A Fires:

• Class A Fires Only: Use water for fires involving ordinary combustibles like wood, 
paper, or cloth. Do not use water on electrical, grease, or chemical fires.

• Application: Pour or spray water at the base of the fire until it is completely 
extinguished.

4. Baking Soda for Grease Fires:

• Grease Fires: For small grease fires, use baking soda to smother the flames. Do not use 
water, as it can cause the fire to spread.

• Application: Sprinkle baking soda generously over the flames until extinguished.

Safety Precautions to Take While Fighting a Fire

1. Personal Safety:

• Protective Gear: Wear protective gloves and a mask, if available, to shield yourself 
from heat and smoke.

• Stay Low: Keep low to the ground to avoid inhaling smoke and toxic fumes.
2. Safe Distance:

• Maintain Distance: Stand at a safe distance from the fire, typically 6-8 feet, and move 
closer as the fire diminishes.

• Escape Route: Always keep an escape route open and ensure you have a clear path to 
safety.

3. Avoid Water on Electrical or Grease Fires:

• Electrical Fires: Never use water on electrical fires, as it can cause electrocution. Use a 
Class C extinguisher instead.



• Grease Fires: Avoid using water on grease fires, as it can cause the fire to spread. Use a 
Class B extinguisher or baking soda.

4. Check for Re-Ignition:

• Monitor the Area: After extinguishing the fire, monitor the area for signs of re-ignition. 
Smoldering materials can reignite if not properly extinguished.

• Cool Down: Ensure the area is cool to the touch before leaving.
5. Avoid Inhaling Smoke:

• Stay Low: Keep low to the ground to avoid inhaling smoke and toxic fumes.
• Ventilation: If indoors, ventilate the area by opening windows and doors to clear out 

smoke.
6. Evacuate if Necessary:

• Personal Safety First: If the fire becomes too large or uncontrollable, evacuate 
immediately and call emergency services.

• Do Not Risk Injury: Do not attempt to fight a fire that puts you at risk of injury or 
entrapment.

By following these techniques and safety precautions, individuals can effectively and safely extinguish 
small fires, minimizing risk and damage.



Section 5: Handling and Managing Small Fires

Chapter 13: Post-Fire Procedures

Checking for Re-Ignition

1. Monitor the Area:

• Observation: Continuously observe the area for at least 30 minutes after extinguishing 
the fire to ensure it does not reignite.

• Touch Test: Carefully touch surfaces around the extinguished fire to check for heat. If it 
is still hot, the fire may reignite.

2. Eliminate Hot Spots:

• Cool Down: Pour water or use a fire extinguisher on any remaining hot spots to cool 
them down completely.

• Stir Ashes: Use a metal tool to stir the ashes and debris to ensure all embers are 
extinguished.

3. Remove Flammable Materials:

• Clear Debris: Remove any remaining flammable materials from the area to prevent re-
ignition.

• Ventilate: Open windows and doors to ventilate the area and remove any lingering 
smoke and fumes.

Reporting the Incident to Authorities

1. Immediate Reporting:

• Call 911: Report the fire to emergency services, even if it has been extinguished. 
Provide details about the incident, including location, cause, and any injuries.

• Fire Department: The fire department will assess the situation and ensure the fire is 
fully extinguished and safe.

2. Documentation:

• Official Report: Request an official report from the fire department, which may be 
required for insurance claims.

• Photographs: Take photographs of the fire scene and any damage for documentation 
purposes.

3. Insurance Notification:

• Contact Insurance: Notify your insurance company about the fire incident and provide 
them with the necessary documentation and reports.

• Claims Process: Follow the insurance company's procedures for filing a claim and 
getting compensation for damages.



Cleaning Up After a Fire

1. Safety First:

• Protective Gear: Wear protective gloves, masks, and clothing to prevent exposure to 
hazardous materials and soot.

• Ventilation: Ensure the area is well-ventilated to remove smoke and fumes.
2. Assessing Damage:

• Inspection: Inspect the affected area to determine the extent of the damage and identify 
items that can be salvaged or need to be discarded.

• Hazardous Materials: Be cautious of hazardous materials, such as chemicals and 
electrical equipment, which may require special handling.

3. Cleaning Process:

• Remove Debris: Clear away debris and dispose of it according to local regulations.
• Soot and Smoke Removal: Use appropriate cleaning agents and methods to remove 

soot and smoke residues from surfaces. Commercial smoke and soot removal products 
are available for this purpose.

• Disinfect: Disinfect the area to eliminate any contaminants that may have been 
introduced during the fire.

4. Restoration:

• Repairs: Arrange for repairs to structural damage, including walls, floors, and ceilings.
• Replacement: Replace damaged items that cannot be salvaged, such as furniture, 

appliances, and personal belongings.
• Professional Help: Consider hiring professional cleaning and restoration services for 

extensive damage.

By following these post-fire procedures, individuals can ensure their safety, properly report the 
incident, and effectively clean up and restore the affected area.



Section 6: Importance of Emergency Preparedness

Chapter 14: Creating a Fire Safety Plan

Developing an Evacuation Plan

1. Identify Exits:

• Locate All Exits: Identify all possible exits in your home or workplace, including doors 
and windows.

• Clear Paths: Ensure that all exits are unobstructed and easily accessible.
2. Designate Meeting Points:

• Primary Location: Choose a safe meeting point outside and away from the building 
where everyone can gather after evacuating.

• Secondary Location: Designate a secondary meeting point in case the primary location 
is unsafe or inaccessible.

3. Assign Responsibilities:

• Evacuation Leaders: Assign individuals to assist with evacuating others, especially 
those with disabilities or young children.

• Head Counts: Designate someone to take a head count at the meeting point to ensure 
everyone is accounted for.

4. Create a Floor Plan:

• Evacuation Routes: Draw a floor plan of your home or workplace, marking all exits 
and evacuation routes.

• Emergency Equipment: Indicate the locations of fire extinguishers, alarms, and first 
aid kits on the floor plan.

5. Communicate the Plan:

• Inform Everyone: Ensure that all family members or employees are aware of the 
evacuation plan and understand their roles.

• Post the Plan: Display the evacuation plan in common areas for easy reference.

Conducting Regular Fire Drills

1. Schedule Drills:

• Regular Intervals: Schedule fire drills at regular intervals, such as monthly or quarterly, 
to reinforce preparedness.

• Vary Scenarios: Conduct drills at different times and under various scenarios to 
simulate real-life situations.

2. Practice Evacuation:

• Simulate Alarms: Use a fire alarm or other signaling method to start the drill.



• Follow the Plan: Have everyone follow the evacuation plan, using designated exits and 
meeting at the specified location.

3. Evaluate Performance:

• Review Actions: After each drill, review the actions taken by participants and identify 
areas for improvement.

• Feedback: Provide constructive feedback and address any issues or concerns raised 
during the drill.

4. Make Adjustments:

• Update the Plan: Make necessary adjustments to the evacuation plan based on the 
outcomes of the drills.

• Additional Training: Offer additional training or information sessions if needed to 
improve preparedness.

5. Document Drills:

• Record Keeping: Keep records of all fire drills, including the date, time, participants, 
and any issues encountered.

• Compliance: Ensure that fire drills comply with local regulations and safety 
requirements.

Creating a comprehensive fire safety plan and conducting regular fire drills are essential steps in 
preparing for a fire emergency. These measures help ensure that everyone knows how to respond 
quickly and safely in the event of a fire.
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Essential Items for a Fire Emergency Kit

1. First Aid Supplies:

• Bandages and Gauze: Assorted sizes for various injuries.
• Antiseptics: Wipes, hydrogen peroxide, and antibiotic ointments.
• Burn Treatment: Burn gel or ointment, non-stick dressings.
• Pain Relievers: Over-the-counter pain medications like ibuprofen or acetaminophen.
• Scissors and Tweezers: For cutting bandages and removing debris.

2. Personal Protective Equipment:

• Gloves: Disposable gloves to protect hands.
• Masks: N95 masks or respirators to prevent smoke inhalation.
• Safety Goggles: To protect eyes from smoke and debris.

3. Emergency Tools:

• Flashlight: Battery-operated or hand-crank flashlight with extra batteries.
• Multi-Tool: A versatile tool with functions like a knife, screwdriver, and pliers.
• Fire Extinguisher: A small, portable extinguisher for immediate response.

4. Communication Devices:

• Battery-Powered Radio: For receiving emergency updates.
• Whistle: To signal for help if trapped or in danger.
• Cell Phone Charger: Portable power bank to keep your phone charged.

5. Important Documents:

• Copies of ID: Photocopies of identification documents and insurance papers.
• Emergency Contacts: List of important phone numbers and contacts.

6. Personal Items:

• Medications: A supply of essential prescription medications.
• Eyeglasses: Spare pair of glasses or contact lenses.
• Cash: Small amount of cash in case ATMs are not accessible.

7. Comfort Items:

• Blanket: Fire-resistant blanket for warmth and protection.
• Water and Snacks: Bottled water and non-perishable snacks.

Preparing a Vehicle Emergency Kit

1. Basic Supplies:



• First Aid Kit: Include all essential first aid supplies.
• Fire Extinguisher: Small, portable extinguisher suitable for vehicle fires.
• Flashlight: Battery-operated or hand-crank flashlight with extra batteries.
• Reflective Triangle: For visibility if your vehicle breaks down.

2. Tools and Equipment:

• Multi-Tool: Versatile tool for various emergency situations.
• Jumper Cables: For jump-starting your vehicle.
• Tire Repair Kit: Includes sealant and an air compressor.
• Tow Rope: For towing your vehicle if necessary.

3. Personal Safety:

• Gloves: Heavy-duty gloves for handling hot or sharp objects.
• Masks: N95 masks or respirators to protect against smoke.
• Blanket: Fire-resistant blanket for warmth and protection.

4. Communication:

• Cell Phone Charger: Portable power bank to keep your phone charged.
• Emergency Contact List: List of important phone numbers and contacts.

5. Provisions:

• Water and Snacks: Bottled water and non-perishable snacks for sustenance.
• Medication: Supply of essential prescription medications.

6. Documentation:

• Vehicle Documents: Copies of registration, insurance, and ID.
• Emergency Instructions: Instructions on how to use the emergency kit and contact 

emergency services.

Having well-prepared emergency kits for both home and vehicle ensures you are ready to respond 
effectively in the event of a fire. These kits provide essential supplies and tools needed to manage the 
situation and protect yourself and others.
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